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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial member- 
ship organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the 
Church, the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, 
from the Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions 
and to promote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation 
stands for the complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects 
the method of the struggle for profit as the economic base for 
society and seeks to replace it with social-economic planning to 
develop a society without class or group discriminations and privi- 
leges. In seeking these objectives, the Federation does not commit 
its members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic 
decisions, not by violence. 


No. 8 


Schools and Lunch Counters 


( Claude Sitton wrote in the New York Times Sept. 10 
aat the opening of Southern public schools has brought 
2 violence, but little progress toward desegration. Com- 
iance with the Supreme Court’s 1954 decision has been 
owed to a crawl by court contests. The ringing phrase, 
with all deliberate speed,” has come to be regarded as 
»mockery by many Negroes. Many Southern whites now 
scept desegration as inevitable, but they have no love 
or it. The strategy of the opposition has changed from 
aassive resistance to delay. 


Only Token 


School integration is still only token. Six years after 
ne Supreme Court order, the Southern Educational Re- 
orting Service finds that only 6%, 182,000 out of 
,000,000 Negro students, are in white schools. Out of 
,833 Southern school districts with a Negro population, 
nly 766—less than one-third—have any degree of inte- 
ration. 

In five states of the deep South—Alabama, Georgia, 
uisiana, Mississippi and South Carolina—there are no 
legroes attending school with whites. In five other states 
~Arkansas, Florida, North Carolina, Tennessee and 
‘irginia—702 Negro students out of 957,285 attend white 
shools, seven-tenths of one per cent. Only in the border 
rates of Oklahoma, Missouri, West Virginia, Delaware 
nd Maryland-is Negro-attendance at white schools higher 
en 2%. 

The encouraging news is that lunch counters in 89 com- 
wunities in 11 Southern states have integrated. A signifi- 
ant factor was the 20% drop in national Woolworth 
ss, and the 5.9% drop in receipts at S. H. Kress stores. 


Department of Justice Acts 


conomic coercion is used in counties in the deep south 
st Negroes who register to vote (in 158 counties in 
South, Negroes are a majority of the population). 
ss are fired from their jobs, their credit is cut off, 
gasoline, seed is not sold to them. Now for the first 
in history, the Department of Justice, under the Civil 
Law of 1957, has attacked such outrages. It has 
t suit for an injunction against two banks, and 
n two dozen persons, in Haywood County, Tenn., 
(Continued on Page 39) 
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Campaign to Abolish Un-American 
Activities Committee 


At 1 am. Sept. 14 a fire bomb, placed against the front 
of the office of the National Committee to Abolish the 
Un-American Activities Committee, at 617 N. Larchmont 
Blvd., Los Angeles, exploded. No one was hurt, damage 
was slight. A few days before the bombing, Frank Wilkin- 
son, director of the Committee to Abolish, was on a T V 
program. While he was on the program his wife received 
a phone call, threatening bodily harm to her husband. The 
day after the bombing Wilkinson’s life insurance was can- 
celed. Such incidents indicate the hatred and fear in this 
nation, the unhealthy climate created by the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities. 


First To Denounce 


April 25 James Roosevelt made what the New York 
Times called “a massive attack” in the House, calling for 
the abolition of its Committee on Un-American Activities, 
the first Congressman in long years to stand on the floor 
and denounce this Committee. “Do we need to appoint a 
committee to drive people out of their jobs?” he asked. 
“Tt is to our eternal disgrace that we sponsor such misuse 


of our authority.” he continued. 


_ The New York Times editorially called for abolition of 
this Committee. Other papers critical of the Committee 


“are the San Francisco Chronicle, the St. Louis Post-Dis- 


patch, the Washington Post, the New York Post, the 
Madison, Wis., Capitol-Times, the York, Pa., Gazette. 


When the Committee visited San Francisco this spring, 
protests came from the Protestant Episcopal diocese of 
California, the California State AFL-CIO, the Southern 
California-Arizona Conference of The Methodist Church, 
the Society of Friends, the American Federation of 
Teachers, trade unions, many members of the faculty of 
the University of California. Students came back two and 
three days to protest the hearings. They were washed 
down marble stairs by police using fire hose. The National 
Guardian called the disgrace of its San Francisco hearing 
“a nail in the coffin of the Committee.” 


Latest have been criticisms published in the press of the 
expense accounts of some of the Committee members: 
luxurious hotel suites, rented chauffered Cadillacs. An 


Last Rites For Bill Heikkila | 


One of our officers, the Rev. Edward L. Peet of Sacra-} 
mento, had the honor of conducting the funeral of Will-) 
iam Heikkila, long the victim of persecution by the Imm1-} 
gration Service. William Heikkila spoke at the national } 
meeting of the MFSA in 1958. This is Ed Peet’s tribute} 


evening in the Persian Room of New York’s Plaza Hotel 
went on the expense account. 


A Rising Spirit 
Frank Wilkinson, who has been working across the 
country, reported to a meeting of the Committee to Abol- 


ish, in New York, October 10 that there is a rising spirit 
in the land to get rid of this Committee. The Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom is cooperat- 
ing, the American Civil Liberties Union is making aboli- 
tion of the Un-American Activities Committee its major 
project. ACLU chapters in Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin 
and Ohio are active. The Ohio Valley Unitarian Confer- 
ence is holding a workshop on abolition. Students are 
taking up the cause, with enthusiastic meetings in Chicago, 
Boston, Madison (Wis.) and New York. 

It is said that if a secret vote could be taken in the 
House, a hundred Congressmen would vote to abolish 
this Committee. Congressmen must hear from their con- 
stituents, and be assured that they will not commit politi- 
cal suicide if they openly oppose the Committee. They 
must be asked to support Rep. James Roosevelt next 
January 20 when he moves to abolish the Un-American 
Activities Committee. 


Retaliation 


The Un-American Activities Committee retaliates 
against those who attack it. A film on the San Francisco 
hearing has been produced, a distorted film which sets 
forth the protest of students against the Committee as 
“communist-led.” An example of distortion is in the cor- 
relation of camera shots and sound track, so a viewer gets 
the impression that the students who are chanting ‘“‘Abol- 
ish that Committee!” are actually inside the hearing room, 
whereas they were outside the building. 

The Un-American Activities Committee charges that 
six officers of the Committee to Abolish have been identi- 
fied as members of the Communist party—charges based 
on unverified assertions by unreliable witnesses. Aubrey 
Williams, temporary chairman of the National Committee 
to Abolish the Un-American Activities Committee, com- 
mented: “The woods are full of people who are not Com- 
munists who have been identified as Communists by peo- 
ple who have been proven over and over again to be liars 
and perjurers. I don’t think there is any truth in any of 
these charges.” 


What You Can Do 


The Committee to Abolish the Un-American Activities 
Committee was formed in early summer, with Aubrey 
Williams as chairman. It is organizing meetings, and one 
objective is to distribute one million copies of James 
Roosevelt’s speech on April 25. You may order these from 
the address given above, $5 per thousand, plus freight. 
Deterioration of international relations makes more im- 
perative the fight for peace, freedom, first class citizen- 
ship for all. Integral to all this is what the American Civil 
Liberties Union calls a “maximum effort” to abolish this 
House Committee! 

Get. copies of James Roosevelt’s speech at once; distri- 
bute them to your friends and in your parish! 


to William Heikkila: 

“As there was put into my hands by the undertaker the| 
funeral Yecord of William Kaino Heikkila, age 54, I saw 
the laconic comment: Cause of Death— Natural’. 

“There was nothing ‘natural’ about the death of Bill} 
Heikkila at one a.m. May 7, 1960, unless it be said, as it 
can be said of all, that it happens to each. This Finnish- 
born draftsman was the victim of a sudden heart seizure 
induced by tensions stemming from the infamous Walter-| 
McCarran Act and its systematically ruthless application 
by the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the 
United States. 

“Prior to the 18th of April, 1958, Bill Heikkila, of San 
Francisco-was just another of the hapless deportees fight- 
ing for his right to remain in the United States. A Minne- 
sota youth, he was attracted to the Communist Party in the 
1930s, working shoulder to shoulder with others to resist 
land foreclosures and starvation among the unemployed. 
A series of unfortunate incidents had put off his citizen- 
ship. Since 1945 the application had been put ‘on ice’ be- 
cause of past membership in the Communist Party. At 
5 :32 p.m. on April 18th, as he left his place of employment: 
on upper Sansome Street, he was accosted by two men’ 
who flashed badges and said curtly, ‘Come with us.’ Given | 
no time to call his wife, he was hustled into a limousine, 
driven to the airport, placed aboard an Immigration Ser- 
vice plane, and landed in Vancouver, B. C., where he was. 
lodged in jail from Friday to Sunday. His wife, in the 
meantime, had been tipped off by a fellow employee who 
had seen Bill hustled away. More than that she knew no- 
thing. At Vancouver he was placed aboard a Finnish bound 
plane, without clothes to meet the rigors of the Finnish 
climate, and with only one-dollar-and-a half in his pocket. 
When he emerged from the plane at Helsinki it was in the 
teeth of a howling blizzard. Word of his plight got there 
ahead of him, however, so fifty newsmen were on hand to 
see him. As they watched him come carefully down the 
plane steps, his one arm holding together the thin coat he 
wore they asked how such a man could have been deemed 
a threat to the security of the United States. 

“While Bill Heikkila was being solicitously cared for 
by the Finnish newspaper fraternity, esconced in Hel- 
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nki’s best hotel, his fate had grown into an international 
cident. The San Francisco Chronicle said: 

‘““The United States Immigration Service, which fre- 
iently behaves like a terror agency of a police state, has 
itdone itself in the case of William Heikkila.’ A tidal 
ave of indignation swept the world. General Joseph 
ving, U.S. Commissioner of Immigration, bowed to the 
ressure of it, acknowledging that an ‘error’ had been 
ade. Within days, William Heikkila was back home. The 
eneral was not happy, however. He said: 

“Tl get Heikkila if it takes another eleven years.’ So 
e old pattern was promptly resumed, with an elaborate 
eb of legal moves and countermoves, continuing two 
sars, to the hour of the deportee’s death. 

“My own part in the Heikkila case began at a meeting 

- the Board of Social and Economic Relations of the 
alifornia-Nevada Conference of The Methodist Church, 

session at the peak of the April 1958 Finnish fiasco. 
he Board adopted my resolution of censure of the Im- 
igration Service. Subsequent to this, efforts were made 
y reactionary laymen and ministers to secure repudiation 
y the forthcoming annual session of the Conference. Cer- 
in moves of a threatening nature were made against 
1ose of us who stood by our April action. But when the 
onference heard us out they supported us, so our pro- 
st stuck. 

“As the execution of Chessman may have spelled the end 
f the death penalty in California, so the death of Heikkila 
10uld sound the death knell of the Walter-McCarran 
et.” 


SCHOOLS AND LUNCH COUNTERS 
(Continued from Page 37) 
harged with various forms of economic pressure against 
Jegroes to keep them from registering and voting. 

I. F. Stone writes that Negroes have learned they can 
xpect little from Congress, and too often the courts are 
isappointing. They will win their rights mainly by their 
wn efforts—sit-ins, kneel-ins, wade-ins. A Herblock car- 
yon shows the “First Segregationist Church,” on whose 
ulletin board the sermon subject is posted, “The Brother- 
ood of Man.” Before the door stand a Negro man and 
is little son, to whom a nervous usher is saying, “Pray 
eep moving, brother.” 

‘Negroes, and whites, who have taken part in non-violent 
it-ins, cannot be too highly commended for their self- 
iscipline and courage. And how effective they are! 


A BUCK A MONTH 


We seek to double our income, that we may more effectively 
reach members of The Methodist Church, and other friends. to 
help alert them on social issues, and encourage them to social 
action. 


Beginning with this issue of the “Social Questions Bulletin,” and 
each month hereafter, we shall enclose a reply envelope. We ask 
for your Buck A Month—in addition to your subscription or annual 
membership contribution. 


All you have to do is reach in your pocket NOW while you are 
reading this, take out a dollar, write your name and address on 
the back of the envelope, put your dollar in this envelope, and 
mail it. 

- Your response would be so 


helpful and encouraging to our 
ause! Thank youl ed 
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Behind the Headlines 


Sometimes an incident too small to make the head- 
lines nevertheless calls attention to the wider background 
behind it. A case in point is the recent promotion of Rich- 
ard Arends, Staff Director and Counsel of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, to be Commis- 
sioner of the Court of Claims with a salary $3000 higher 
than his previous $16,000. This followed his admission of 
the fact, made public by the York Gazette and Daily, that 
he had been getting $3,000 a year as adviser to Wycliffe 
Draper, a wealthy New Yorker. The advice was about 
who was to get Draper’s grants for research to find sup- 
port for his theory that Negroes are an “inferior people” 
who should be repatriated to Africa. 


Race Baiting Added 


Arends claims to have written the text of the Walter- 
McCarran Immigration Act with its racial discrimination 
which President Eisenhower tried in vain to get Congress 
to eliminate. He got his training as witch hunter with the 
Senate Internal Security Sub-Committee. Under his direc- 
tion the Un-American Activities Committee has expanded 
until it gets the second highest appropriation in the House, 
and has multiplied its publications in fields beyond even 
the vague mandate given it. In 1956 his treatment of 
lawyers representing witnesses in Hearings in Los Ange- 
les brought censure from the California Bar Association 
as “behaviour unbecoming a member of the bar.” 


Normally Arends’ admission of receiving outside money 
to aid in research to find support for a racist policy con- 
trary to that of both Congress and his party should have 
produced a request from the committee chairman for his 
resignation. But Chairman Walter isa member of one of 
Draper’s Boards—without pay. When a movement to 
compel resignation was started by liberal Congressmen 
it was reported that Speaker Rayburn told them he would 
attend to the matter. However that may be, Arends was 
removed without rebuke to a post providing him with the 
exact amount he was getting by adding outside money 
to his previous salary, and many more opportunities for 
the same kind of misconduct. His work as Commissioner 
of the Court of Claims is to analyse the evidence pre- 
sented by people who claim the government owes them 
money and present his findings to the judges. Sn oe 


Business in Government 


The wider background to which this incident invites our 
attention has been increased by the extent to which the 
cold war has drawn the government into business and 
business into the government. In the effort to control this 
situation fur the common good, Congress has progres- 
sively created a series of commissions with the dual pur- 
pose of protecting the public interest and giving justice 
to the private interests involved. In the attempt to keep 
these commissions free from political pressures they were 
given a good deal of independence; so they are frequently 
referred to in Washington as “the fourth branch” of the 
government. The story of what has recently been happen- 
ing to them is told’ in an article in the Fall number of the 
Digest published quarterly by the Industrial Union De- 
partment, AFL-CIO. 


Self Regulators 


For the over all picture Professor Peter Odegard of 
the University of California is cited: 
too often, the socalled independent commissions 
appear to be agencies not of the public, but of the 
powerful interest groups they are appointed to regu- 
late.” 
The documentation for this comes from the records of a 
series of investigations by the House Legislative Oversight 
Committee. On the point of the extent to which the pri- 
vate interests concerned have supplemented or even out- 
distanced, the political party machines in securing key 
agency appointments for their personnel Senator Mag- 
nusson, Chairman of the Committee that has to approve 
chairmanship nominations to six of the seven regulatory 
commissions is quoted: 
“Who cares these days who is going to be Secretary 
of Commerce? But when a regulatory agency chair- 
manship falls vacant, oh brother! the calls and letters 
we get!” 

Here are some examples of the things the Legislative 
Oversight Committee uncovered and the consequences 
that followed. The Chairman of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission resigned after evidence showing he had 
spent a week’s vacation on a yacht of the owner of a T.V. 
station. Another commissioner resigned after being in- 
dicted for accepting “financial favors” to influence his 
decisions. The Chairman of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission was forced to resign after admitting talking 
to rail officials about securing a contract for one of his 
friends. The Hearings showed that Federal Power Com- 
missioners frequently accepted free entertainment from 
the oil industry, and that its company officials considered 
informal talks with FPC commissioners to be accepted 
practice. Committee Counsel also showed that when FPC 
rebates were ordered refunds were far less than the 
amounts charged the consumers. The Senate Anti-Trust 
and Monopoly Sub-Committee found that Dr. Henry 
Welch, head of the Food and Drug Administration’s Anti- 
biotics Division had received $287,142 in outside income 
since 1953, by actively participating in various drug pub- 
lications. 

During this period similar things were happening in 
the executive branch of the government. The President’s 
powerful administrative assistant, Sherman Adams, had 
to resign for using White House influence to help a friend. 


Commitee, 


ACTION 


(1) Write the Hon. James Roosevelt, House Office Building, Washington, D.C. Supporting 
what he has done and will do to abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 7 


(2) Visit your Congressional Candidates and ask them to announce their opp to t 


(3) After the election, ask your Congressman to tell James pisetabe ist on. gree 2s 20 He ; 
| will support Mr. Roosevelt’s motion to abolish this Committee. ‘ 


Air Force Secretary Talbott had to take the same cours 
for using his post to secure financial contracts for firm 
in which he had a financial interest. A budget bureau co 

sultant was found to be advising private banks how t 
profit from the Tenessee Valley Authority situation. 


Three Facts 


This record, and much more of the same nature, tell 
us that.the mink coats and deep freeze presents of the 
Truman period have mushroomed into a multiform patter 
of big business behaviour. Alongside this growth of deca 
in our politico-economic morality there has proceeded the 
better known fact of the increasing suppression of the 
democratic’rights guaranteed by the First Amendment tq 
our Constitution. This situation presents to all who believe 
that education and stimulation of both personal and naj 
tional conscience is a function of their religion the neec 
to analyse the inter-relationships of these two historic 
facts. 

There is equal necessity to include in this analysis o 
inter-relationships-a third significant fact of this period 
the highest point in our history reached by profits after 


taxes. 
H.F.W. 


NOTES 


We congratulate Bishop F. Gerald Ensley of the Des 
Moines Area, a member of our Federation, on being 
elected president of the new Board of Christian Socia 
Concerns of The Methodist Church! Bishop Ensley is liv: 
ing up to the tradition established by his uncle, the late 
Bishop Francis John McConnell. 

Maud Russell, who traveled ten thousand miles in three 
months in urban and rural China in 1959, spoke at the 
meeting of our Oregon Chapter the evening of Sept. 25. 

A kind reader in Ohio wrote in September that he had 
told us to discontinue his subscription to our Bulletin be- 
cause he could not read nearly all of the things coming 
into his house (like all the rest of us!) But, he wrote, “a 
late issue of your paper is so interesting . . . I am subscrib- 
ing again.” 

The Rev. Frederick E. Ball of Chicago, one of our Vice 
Presidents, on a recent Saturday was helping hand out 
Copies of James Roosevelt’s speech calling for aboli- 
tion of the Un-American Activities Committee, at a shop- 
ping center on the west side. 


_ 
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